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Office of Worship

From: Office of Worship
Sent: Friday, May 10, 2019 11:22 AM
To: Office of Worship
Subject: Sacraments with Children in Danger of Death

Fathers: 
 
From time to time, my office receives questions regarding the celebration of the sacraments with children who are in 
danger of death.  I’ve composed the following chart for your reference.   
 
Two observations. 

 First, keep in mind that while the church presumes that a child has obtained the use of reason at least by age 
seven, a child may obtain the use of reason before age seven.  What matters most in making this judgment is 
the child’s actual use of reason or discretion before falling sick or getting injured.  For example, if a child is in 
mortal anguish, understanding what death is and that it is imminent, this is likely a sign that the child has 
obtained the use of reason. 

 Second, a child begins to be “in danger of death” when he suffers from an injury or illness which is life-
threatening, not merely one that is serious or debilitating.  In making this judgment, the minister, in 
conversation with medical professionals, should assess the child’s physical condition and the likelihood of a 
timely recovery. 

 
Special note: 

 In every case below, the child is to be confirmed.   

 The anointing of the sick is administered only in the case of a baptized child who has obtained the use of reason. 
 
Thank you for your generous service to the sick and dying, 
Fr. Dustin Dought 
Director, Office of Worship 
 
 
 

Celebration of the Sacraments with Children who are in Danger of Death 

 Not yet obtained use of reason Obtained use of reason 

Unbaptized When an unbaptized child who has not yet 
obtained the use of reason is in danger of death, 
the following is to be observed: 

1. The child is to be baptized (Canon 867 § 
2).  In case of necessity, anyone can validly 
and licitly baptize. 

2. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 
2, 891).  If someone other than a bishop 
or priest baptizes, he is to inform the 
pastor of the place or another priest so 
that he may confirm the child. 

3. The sacraments are to be recorded in the 
parish in whose territory the sacraments 
were administered. 

4. If the child survives, the rest of the rites 
can be supplied when convenient. 

When an unbaptized child who has obtained the 
use of reason is in danger of death, the following 
is to be observed: 

1. The child is to be baptized (Canon 867 § 
2).  In case of necessity, anyone can validly 
and licitly baptize. 

2. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 
2, 891).  If someone other than a bishop 
or priest baptizes, he is to inform the 
pastor of the place or another priest so 
that he may confirm the child. 

3. If the child is able to distinguish the Body 
of Christ from ordinary food and receive it 
reverently, the Eucharist can be 
administered as viaticum (Canon 913 § 2). 
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 4. The sacraments are to be recorded in the 
parish in whose territory the sacraments 
were administered. 

 

Baptized  When a baptized child who has not yet obtained 
the use of reason is in danger of death, the 
following is to be observed: 

1. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 
2, 891). 

2. The sacraments are to be recorded in the 
parish in whose territory the sacraments 
were administered. 

 
 

When a baptized child who has obtained the use 
of reason is in danger of death, the following is to 
be observed: 

1. The child is to be offered the opportunity 
for the sacrament of penance. 

2. The child is to be confirmed (Canons 889 § 
2, 891).   

3. The child is to be anointed. 
4. The child is to be given communion as 

viaticum. 
5. The sacraments are to be recorded in the 

parish in whose territory the sacraments 
were administered. 

 

 
 


