
A Message from         

Bishop 
Deshotel

The average cost per year for books and tuition is $36,000 
for each of the 33 young men preparing to carry the light 

of faith for you, your children and grandchildren. With 
50% of funds from the Bishop’s Services Appeal in support 

of vocations and seminarian education, the Diocese of 
Lafayette offers a clear commitment to the future of 

the Catholic community and the Church in our beloved 
Acadiana. Your generosity ensures the next generation of 
priests who will celebrate the sacraments, sustain parish 

life and guide us on our journey with Christ. 

Carrying the Light 
of Faith in Direct 

Service Ministries
When you support the  

Bishop’s Services Appeal, 
you are expressing your 

faith in service to one 
another.

“When we are faithful to 
who God created us to be 

and what God calls us to do,  
incredible things happen.” 

~ Matthew Kelly,  
Catholic author and speaker 

Please help us meet our 2020 goal of raising

$2,640,000

S.O.S: Supporting  
our Seminarians

50%

10%
10%

10%

20%

Seminarians and Vocations
Retired Priests
Emily House (Homeless  
Family Shelter)
Catholic Education &  
Catechism Instructional  
Support
Ministries & Direct  
Services* 
*Includes:
• Black Catholic Ministry
• Hispanic Catholic Ministry
• Marriage and Family Life
• Needy Parishes
• Pro Life Apostolate

Please invest your treasure  
in support of the 2020  
Bishop’s Services Appeal. 

Pledge by mail, by phone (337-261-5641),  
online at diolaf.org/BSA, or text DIOCESE to 41444

Carrying the Light of Faith. This is our call as Catholics and the current 
theme for the Bishop’s Services Appeal. “Your light must shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.” 
(Matthew 5:16) God wants our participation in His plan of salvation. When 
rooted in faith and the promises of Christ, the choices we make and the 
actions we undertake ultimately bring hope and joy to others, drawing us 
all closer to God. 

Carrying the Light of Faith. In this year’s annual appeal, we honor 
St. Joseph for his faith and for the choice that he made to take Mary and 
the child Jesus into his home. This choice provided our Savior with the 
guidance and protection He needed to eventually come into His ministry 
to save the world. And for that reason St. Joseph is honored as the patron of 
the universal Church, as proclaimed 150 years ago by Pope Pius IX. 

Carrying the Light of Faith. Like St. Joseph, we are called to provide 
help and compassionate care when needed. For more than four decades, 
ministries receiving support through the Bishop’s Services Appeal have 
extended the light of blessing through charitable service across all of 
Acadiana. When we are united together in serving our Diocese and the 
people of Acadiana, I feel God smiling down upon us—pleased with what 
we are about and the future he has in store for us.

Please join me and your fellow Catholics. You imitate St. Joseph by 
opening your hearts to others just as he opened his home to Mary and Jesus. 
I am asking you to make an important choice in 2020—that is, to give as 
generously as possible to the Bishop’s Services Appeal. Your generous gifts 
express your love for one another, bringing light and joy today in meeting 
the needs of others who see Christ in you. Together, we are Carrying the 
Light of Faith.

Most Reverend J. Douglas Deshotel, D.D.
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Carrying the LIGHT 
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Sharing the Good News and standing up for our 
Catholic faith is a challenge that is readily accepted 

by those young people who lead and participate 
in the African American Youth Congress. The 

Congress is open to youth of all races and is hosted 
by the Office of Black Catholic Ministries with 

funding from the Bishop’s Services Appeal. Youth 
share the light of faith in worship, in testimony and 

in calling upon one another to be role models and 
leaders in all that they do. 

The Diocese, in partnership with the Franciscan Catechetical Institute, 
is providing vital training to local parish instructors, parents and school 
religion teachers to enhance their own parish programs and be better 
prepared to carry the light of faith. By working together to strengthen 
the instruction of children in the fundamentals of Catholicism, we are 

ensuring that the legacy of our faith is passed on from one generation 
to the next. Sixteen thousand children participated in religious 

instruction last year in the Diocese of Lafayette. 

Restoring Human 
Dignity
Gifts to the Bishop’s Services Appeal fund the 
annual operating costs for Emily House, a shelter for 
homeless families in Acadiana. Since its doors opened 
in 2018, this place of refuge has assisted 274 people, 
transitioning many of them into permanent housing. 
By addressing the complex needs of each individual 
person, Emily House is carrying the light of faith as 
lives are made whole again.

“ In truth I tell you, in so far as you did 
this to one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you did it to me.”  Matthew 25:40

“That you and I may be mutually 
encouraged by one another’s faith, 

yours and mine.”  Romans 1:12

Inspiring Future 
Lay Leaders

Teaching OthersProtecting and cherishing the gift of 
life is how we as Catholics are called 
to carry the light of faith for all the 
world to see. The fight for the right 
to life, from conception to natural 
death, is our urgent cause. The 
Office of Pro Life Apostolate of the 
Diocese works to protect all human 
life; your donation to the Bishop’s 
Services Appeal facilitates pro-life 
marches, prayer services, pastoral 
care and information sharing to raise 
awareness about this important issue. 

Honoring the  
Gift of Life
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